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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


Rev. Mr. Williams, of Attleborough. 

Dear Sire, 

Yours of the 6th of May, through the medium of 
the ‘Telescope, was duly received. I was pleased 
that you noticed my letter of July 16, 1825, although 


my astonishment was not in the least abated, which | 


the communication on God’s goodness and the re- 
marks accompanying, first created in my mind. 

{ imagine, sir, that you and every person of judg- 
ment, who reads that piece, will come to the same 
concision as I did, viz, that, anless God’s riches 
and power fail, he will most assuredly save every 
soul of the vast family of man: But it seems ycu 
were disposed to divey my attention and that of the 
reader, or you did not understand me. 

With the first part of your letter, I have no par- 
ticular concern, as it is mostly made up of extracts 
from mine. 

You say, “I candidly confess that to me it appears 
certain that the goodness of God inclines him to de- 
sire the perfect holiness and happiness of every ra- 
tional creature. I also believe his power is equal to 
his goodness and enables hil to perform whatever 
he desires.” What, believe that God’s power ena- 
bles him to perform all his desires? Strange ! ! but 
have you confessed that God has any desire ? no, 
you have only confessed that his goodness inclines 
him to desire. Pray, sir, what is the object of your 
faith ? from what theological store-house did you 
derive the information, that God’s goodness inclines 
him to desire ? Have you in any part of your letter 
touched the point in debate? You say “in order to 
see every soul of the vast family of man perfectly holy 
and happy, I am not obliged to look by faith into the 
future state’—but pray, what has this to do with 

_the argument of my letter ? but then on jour new 

scheme can it be said that you have any faith in the 
promises of divine revelation ? can you believe noth- 
ing but what you have occular demonstration of ? 
But, sir, on your ironical way of reasoning, “ I can 
now behold through the ‘great ‘ght that has burst 
upon my mind,” that all the elect in all parts of the 
earth are now perfectly happy and all the non-elect 
are completely miserable, “for I am not obliged to 
look by faith into a future state” to find a heaven 
and a hell in order to discover God’s goodness, “ for 
I candidly confess that to me it appears certain that 
the goodness of God inclines him to desire the per- 
fect holiness and happiness of every rational crea- 
ture. I also believe his power is equal to his good- 
ness and enables him to perform whatever he de- 
sires.” You will not long, it is hoped, continue to 
maintain a doctrine by subtle premises and ironical 
deductions, first making a man of straw and then en- 
deavour to combat him. 

_ You say that my declaration was that unless God’s 
riches and his power fail he will most assuredly save 
every soul of the vast family of man. This, sir, I asser- 
ted as the only necessary inference, which was dedu- 
my from the piece on divine goodness. 

ou were in * ** t’ 
bli he tan s l ea p 
and misery, was founded upon the imperishable na- 


ture of God’s goodness, conjoined with omnipotent 
power, for I declare I have no other foundation up- 
on which to predicate my own happiness or the hap- 
piness of my fellow-beings, byt what divine goodness 
has laid, ** which is’ Jesus Christ,” who is made of 
God unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification 
and redemption ; and upon this foundation I desire 
to build and be builded. : 

Why will God save every soul ? Answer, because 
| his wisdom has laid the plan and his power will car- 
ry all the plans of wisdom into effect, provided it 
fail not. God is of one mind, and none can turn him, 
and will do all his pleasure. Who ever heard of a long- 
ing, desiring, and wishing God? Every creature is 
/unhappy in proportion to the strength of his desires 
'and wishes, so Looe as they are not gratified. You 
suy ** his power is equal to his goodness,” but how 
'ean this be truth, unless his power shall accomplish 
| what his wisdom designs ? I again come to some- 

thng that keeps alive my astonishment. You say, 

“but however I may be like St. Paul if I found my 
belief of universal salvation upon the universal and 
_almighty goodness of God, I shall not be altogether 
like the universalists of the present day.” Pray sir 
, what would you be like ? an unitarian ? I am at aloss 
to know in what shape you would appear, not surely 
in the stature ofa universalist. Upon what do the 
| universalists of the present day, found their doctrine 
| besides the universal and almighty goodness of 
| God? not surely upon merit or upon works, for if 
experience has not taught them that they, like other 
men, are sinners and violators of God’s law, anatha- 
mas of an enraged orthodoxy has. 

The following sentence seems to unfold the whole 
mystery : “ But the universualists, if they do not infer 
from the universal and almighty goodness of God, some- 
thing more than merely the future salvation of all 
mankind, it will, it appears to me, limit his goodness.” 
There is no manner of doubt, but that many things 
appear to you, which are merely visionary and have 
no existence, except in the imagination: Here I 
conceive the reason of the assertion, “‘I shall not 
be, altogether, like the univeasalists of the present 
day”—it appears to be this, viz, that the universalists 








but the fiture salvation of mankind, for if they dis- 
| covered his goodness, as vou do, to extend to every 
‘creature and every event in the universe, you would 
‘be like them: Know, then, dear brother, that the 
| universalists do believe in the goodness of God, in 
| subjecting the creation to vanity, and likewise in 
every évent that transpires beneath the wide canopy 
of heaven ; wherein, then, do you differ from the 
universalists of the present day | 

But you say if God with his universal goodness and 
almighty P ve has not already made all mankind 
happy an holy, what reason have we to believe that he 
ever will do it ? most wonderful! ! This, as superfi- 
cial as it is, I conceive contains the substance of all 
your subtle premises and vague deductions. You 
must, it appears, if you are serious, reflect that your 
argument militates as much against the holiness and 
happiness of a part as it does against the holiness 
and happiness of the whole, for it is presumed that 
you will not pretend that the best of men, in the 
‘creo state of i, to vanity, are strictly 

y and superlatively happy: Now then because 
they are not in such a state in this world, it follows 
according to your new system of inferences that they 
never will be, so that on your foundation, neither of 
our respective systems will stand, for instead of a 
partial or a universal salvation, we must have an uni- 
versal damnation ! Do you ask a reason for this con- 
clusion—I answer : if God, with his universal good- 








: 
| 





ness and almighty power, has not a‘seady made al! 
mankind ectly holy and py, what reason 
have we to believe he ever will do it?” ff you do 
not wish to furnish me with arguments against your- 
self, you must be more cautious when you attempt 
to 7 = upon our solid  oemnngy of the uni- 
versal i goodness y 

We believe God is even in all the afflictions, 
pain and suffering of this world. Although no af- 
fliction, pain or suffering, for the present is joyous 
but grievous ; will it not afterwards yield the peace- 
able fruits of righteousness to every one who is ex- 
ercised thereby ? but suppose that they should, eter- 
nally be under pain and affliction, then it could nev- 
er be true, that afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness, for there can be no afterwards. 

Do you mean seriously to ask the question “ be- 
cause God has not already made all mankind holy 
and happy, what reason have we to believe he ever 
will do it ?’ I ask, have we not the same reason, 
that we have for believing that God, life or exist- 
ence is endless ? For it is written, as I live saith the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me and every tongue 
shall confess to God. Rom. xiv. 11. We may learn 
what they shall confess by turning to Isaiah xly. 23, 
24. Every knee shall bow and every tongue shali 
swear, surely shall say, in the Lord have I nghteous- 
ness and strength : the command is, thou shalt not 
swear by (or in) my name falsely ; then before ev- 
ery knee bows and every tongue swears, they must 
have righteousness and strength in the Lord, other- 
wise they would swear falsely. 

Because God has not, already made all men holy 
and happy, is the very ground upon which he may 
do it, and his promises are the ground upon which 
we rest our faith that he will do it, he is faithful who 
has promised, If mankind were already holy and hap- 
py there would be no room for his making us so, 
and no ground for such a faith. You say the present 
existence of natural and moral evil in respect to ev- 
ery creature and every event, is as inconsistent with 
the universal goodness and almighty-power of God, 
as their fudure and eternal existence.” This is a bold 
assertion ! Can you prove it? Should a father sub- 


do not discover the goodness of God in any thing, | ject his offspring to vanity, affliction, and trouble, in 


order to prepare them to enjoy the blessings of his 
patrimony, would not his beitis be > But 
should he subject them to vanity and afiliction with- 
out any design towards their good, would you judge 
him a kind, good and tender father ? “ Because God 
has not, already, made all mankind holy and happy, 
what reason have we to believe he ever will do it * 
By your candid confession I was at first alinost in- 
chned to believe you a child of Abraham, but I was 
apprehensive of a little subtilty in it ; but this last 
imterrogation seems quite to annihilate the conceiv- 
ed relationship. How was it with the ‘Patriarch ? 
God’s promise was, in thee and in thy seed (Christ) 
shall all the nations of the earth beblessed. If 
Abraham had made such a cast upon our solid foun- 
dation of the universal and almighty goodness of 
God, and drawn such inferences as you have, he 
would have said (no doubt) because all nations of 
the earth are in sin and wickedness, and not already 
blessed with holiness and happiness in Christ, I have 
no ‘evidence they ever will be : do you think, my 
; that by so doing, his faith would have becn 

to him for righteousness ?. But Abrahanit 

lieved that whatever infinite goodness had 
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CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE 





if you “desire it, but I have not 
E. L. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


‘GENIUS OF UNIVERSALISM.” 

In ** Zion’s Herald,” for July 27, 1825, we have, 
if we will so receive it, according to the spirit of 
Methodism, a “peculiar genius of Universalism” 
displayed. 

The peculiarity of this “ genius’ seems to consist 
in the ‘intrenchment of itself, behind a rampart of 
negatives ;” and telling what many things do not 
mean ; but is careful “how it makes definite state- 
ments on any subject.” It must obviously be a dic- 
tate of charity, to suppose that the author of this un- 
charitable statement expected that the christian 
community generally would believe the sentiment 
suggested in this uncandid assertion. 
that those prepossessed in favour of a doctrine con- 
genial with the nature and designs of the imaginary 


fiend, whose throne is in view of, and contiguous to, | 


the unsullied rest of ransomed saints, will yield an 
ungualified assent to its import without considering 
the impropriety of the remark. Does he or any oth- 
er divine imagine, that so many as have been, and 
are * Universalists,” have believed in and advocated 
a doctrine, the sentiments of which were “ indefi- 
nite on every subject >” for he says ‘it is careful 
how it makes definite statements on any subject.” 
Were we to contrast this doctrine with that of inex- 
tinguishable, indescribable torment, it would be as- 
certained that its advocates would have as much rea- 
son to accuse their antagonists of fleeing for refuge 
“behind a rampart of negatives,” as this reviewer, 
who disallows what he prays should be true, viz, the 
salvation of the world ! He must acknowledge that 
endiess punishment is not a positive, as taught in the 
Bible ; for endless is no where applied to suffering 
in the scriptures of truth. Then all scriptures ap- 
pertaining to punishment and its duration must be 
destitute of this ‘ definite”? characteristic—endless. 
Now have not the Universalists as much right to say 
that punishment is not endless, as those who differ 
with them have to say it is not limited ? The accu- 
sation is, that believers in universal emancipation 
“¢tell what many things do not mean.” Is this im- 
propriety (if it can be thus deemed) in explanation 
of the scriptures, exclusively applicable to these ? 
Most assuredly it is not; for when Jesus emphati- 
cally declares his mission was to “save the world,” 
it becomes necessary to institute some explanation 
besides thie literal, to make it appear that Christ will 
not eventually “save the world.” 

And again, the same is manifest in the explana- 
tion of the promises made to Abram, Isaac and Ja- 
cob : which includes a blessing, in Christ, for all the 
kindreds, nations and people of the earth. Instead 
of giving these their full force and evident meaning, 
agreeably to the application of the apostles Peter 
and Paul (Acts iii. 25, 26. Gal. iii. 8) elaborate dis- 
course have been given to evade the obvious import 
and to show that this promised blessing will not be 
realized by every individual of the human race, and 
surely none will pretend that there is any intelligent 
being that does not belong to some “nation,” some 
“ family” or * kindred of the earth.” 


It is generally well known that the Universalist 
believes in the entire abolition of sin and its source. 
We are taught to believe that the arch deceiver will 
have “his head bruised” and be “destroyed,” to- 
gether with ‘his works” (Gen. iii. 15. Heb. ii, 14. 
I. John iii, 8.) It is presumed that no rational per- 
son would maintain the notion of endless misery, if 
they could be persuaded to believe that the Devil 
and sin were to be exterminated by Christ ; but how 
frequent is it the case that we hear the votaries of 
this soul-chilling doctrine endeavoring to persuade 
their hearers that these scriptures do not mean so ; 
who would seem to insinuate, although Satan’s 
“head shall be bruised,’”’ that he will still escape 
alive with a great portion of those for whom Jesus 
died. 


mity, infinite in degree, and endless in duration, shall 
remain to give an infernal impulse, and cause un- 





speakable writhings of ceaseless agony, co-operating 
| with the scorching wrath of an incensed Deity. 


| Many “ definite,” unambiguous scriptures corrob- 


| orate the proposition of the ‘ restitution of all things,’ 


| which many try to prove do not mean thus. 
| Itis true that liberal christians in explaining the 
| scriptures have to labour to show that the commonly 
| received opinions are incorrect : however, this labour 
| might, in a great degree, be saved, if prejudice and 
tradition had not so distorted the human understand- 
ing. Those acquainted with ecclesiastical history, 
know that Luther and Calvin and Arminius had to 
labour with their ability to show to the world the er- 
roneous expositions given of the scriptures, by the 
Roman Catholicks. L. W****s, 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
RELIGION. 


Much is said among mankind about religion. But 
are we not justified in saying that the religion of 
most people consists more in word than in a pious 
regulation of the heart? Were we to give our opin- 
ion, we should at once say, that pure religion, wheth- 
er natural or revealed, would discover itself in the ac- 
tions and lives of those who possess it ; and that it 
would be a waste of time and strength to little ad- 
vantage for one who was truly religious to essay to 
convince his neighbour of the reality of the case by 
pious confessions and loud protestations / 

Why is it that men are so zealous to make them- 
selves known as religionists, as to spend their lungs 
to effect such a persuasion in the minds of their fel- 
low-men ? Why is it, that we so frequently hear from 
those, who have made a profession of faith in the 
Son of God, declarations of their over-much piety 
and religious feeling ? Why are men necessitated to 
labour incessantly with their tongues to discover to 
the world the extent and depth of their piety? Is 
the religion they possess of such a barren nature that 
it will yield no fruit ? It would certainlyapp ear that 
such is the fact ; and I have often thought this, when 
I have witnessed the exertion that has been made by 
professors to convince people of their godliness, I 
have been conyinced on such occasions that such 
people were themselves conscious that their religion 


did not manifest itself by their wall and conversa 





Although the great apostle said, ‘* the last | 


“= hable | Remy shall be destroved,” yet it is urged that en- | 
is probable | . 





tion; but was as the sounding brass and the tink. 
ling symbal ! 

The man who is truly religious is never found to 
be in such a dilemma. He is not so anxious to be 
thought religious but he can wait until the leaven of 
truth and sincerity has not only renovated the feel- 
ings of his heart, but regulated his moral walk 
and christianized his deportment. 

But how shall we account for this propensity for 
blowing the trumpet of one’s own religion? I have 
long been convinced for myself, that those men are 
deceived with regard to the true principle of relig- 
ion. What can a man be about, or what sense of re- 
ligion must he feel, when he is frantick with fear 
and superstition; or when the risible feclings are 
excited to their highest pitch ? At such periods of 
fanaticism we frequently find a whole congregation 
listening to the ejaculations of one of those who 
deem religion to consist in Joud brawling, and dis- 
jointed and confused exhortations, or thrown into a 
kind of ridiculous laughter at what is going on. But 
it is evident that pure religion does not lead to such 
unwarrantable and censurable practices. Nor is it 
less evident that ifa man be under the influence of 
this holy principle his conduct will manifest its reign 
in his heart. The fashion of informing our neigh- 
bours of our piety, by the weapons of argument and 
brilliant and iysterious professions, must, we think, 
have originated from absolute, or from supposed ne- 
cessity. Such people may be compared with the 
indigent fop who wishes to keep up appearances, 
and who, destitute of agveteh, gathers what little of 
the shining ore he —— displays a ribbon from 
the place where the thing should be with the fash- 
ionable appendages at one end and fastened at the 
other with a pin! Should such an one meet his 
friend and be hailed for the time of day, what a sad 
dilemma he would be in ! It is true he has the signs 
of the time, but alas he has not the good fortune to 
have the time itself. But what shall he do? It will 
not answer to be thus betrayed ; and some apology 
is necessary. Why, he must glance an eye at the 
sun’s disk and guess at it, or tell you his time is with 
neighbour such an one. So with such religionists, 
although they differ in the sign / their sign is not 
unfrequently that of a lengthened face, and an af- 
fected air of pious gravity ! 

We do not speak of those who are really desirous 
of seeking the true knowledge of the Father ; who 
have an internal sense of religion—of such we would 
say, their religion manifests itself not only in the pri- 
vate but in the publick circle. You will not find 
such as really possess the religion of Jesus Christ, 
whose hearts are feelingly impressed with that love 
which he manifested for a dying world, so over-anx- 
ious to make the world to know their peculiar exer- 
cises as to make broad their phylacteries or to go 
forth trumpeting their own godliness. 

: Btttt, 


REVIEW OF MR. FISK’S EXAMINATION. 


(CONTINUED FROM Pace 10.) 
Our examiner next turns his attention to the sub- 
ject of Christ’s second advent, and labours at consider- 
able length to show that our views upon that subject 





culty which our enleae and evidences iamuvand 
to his mind ? Why, he has made an entire new dis- 
covery,—namely ; that there are many comings of 
Christ spoken of in the New Testament, and that 
one of these comings is to take place after the disso- 
lution of the natural world ; and at that supposed 
eventful period, he will reward every man according 
to 9 works. 

Ve wish the reader distinctly to understand that 
ine F. contends that the coming of Christ, to “re- 
ward every man according to his works,” is the time 

of the general judgment, and that this is to take place 
after the close of time : And further, that upon this 
supposed fact, he predicates the doctrine of future 
endless torment. 

For the present, therefore, we shall wave the con- 
sideration of the chimerical hypothesis of many com- 
ings, and attend entirely to that which our examiner 
calls his second coming, and which he acknowledges 
to be for the general judgment. 

There is a passage in Rev. xxii. 12. which Mr. I 
has quoted to prove this position.—‘** Behold, I come 
quickly ; and my reward és with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be.” This passage 
Mr. F. would have us believe refers to a period after 
the dissolution of the world. But is there any thing 
in the language which even contains the most distant 
implication of such a sentiment? Mr. F. will not, 
we believe, have the effronteny to pretend that such 
is the fact. On the other hand, is there not the 
plainest evidence that the period spoken of in the text 


was already near at hand ? “ Behold I come quickly,” 
is a form of expression which no man would think 
of placing at the distant peridd of eighteen hundred 
years, unless he felt himself hard pushed in the argu- 


ment, 
The same phrase is used in the 7th verse, and ap- 


plied to the coming of Christ, as in the 12th. In 
the llth verse, the angel. commands John, saying, 
“Seal not the sayings of the prophesy of this book : 
for the time is at hand.” ‘The passage, therefore, 
and its preceding context is directly opposed to Mr. 
F's argument, by placing the period of Christ’s sec- 
ond coming near, and not afar off. Besides this, the 
solemn declaration, that his reward should be with 
him, disproves the whole of Mr. F’s theory, namely, 
that this reward is reserved for a future and spiritual 
existence. 

The writer of the examination has quoted St. Matt. 
Xvi. 27, as referring to the same event. It is prob- 
_ able he would have omitted.this text, had we not 
quoted it, with the succeeding verse, to prove the 
immediate advent of the Son of God. We shall 
_ transcribe these verses, that the reader may see the 
' total inaptitude of the explanation he has given them. 
’ “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
_ Father, with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works. Verily I-say 
unto you, there be some standing here, which shall 
not taste of death, till they see the Son of man com- 
| ing in his kingdom.” Here, Mr. F. tells his readers 
» that fwo comings are mentioned; one in the 27th 
| and another in the 28th verse. But is there any 
| part of this language which expresses or implies more 
| than one coming of Christ ? We have examined it 











“| with care, and cannot find the least intimation of t two 
such events ; And we venture to assert, that no man 
of common, or even of the most acufe discernment 
would ever entertain the most distant idea that /wo 
comings of the Saviour were here spoken of, unless 
he were first driven to the greatest extremity ; and 
in despair for the fate of a favorite sentiment, felt a 
strong conviction that he must either part with the 
darling of his heart, or resort to such an evasive ex- 
position, as he would, on other occasions, utterly 
condemn. 

The manner of his coming, in the glory of his Fa- 
ther, with his angels, verse 27, is the same as that men- 
tioned in chap. xxv. 31. and evidently embraces the 
same events; and was probably designed by the 
Saviour to prepare the minds of his disciples for a 
correct understanding of the parable of the sheep 
and goats. The object of his coming is mentioned 
with the utmost clearness in the same verse :—to 
reward every inan according as his work shall be. In 


the 28th verse, where he designates the time of his | 
coming, he uses an emphatick word,—VERILY J | 


say unto you, there be some standing here, which shall 
not taste of death, till they see the Son of man com- 
ing, &e. 

The simile which this gentleman introduces, of La 
Fayette’s appointments, to be in New-York the 4th 
of July, and at Charlestown the 17th of June, and 
supposing that according to our views of the coming 


of Christ, these two periods mean one and the same | 
| kingdom of God. 


visit, is so far-fetched and unnatural, that it needs 


only to be read in order to excite commisse ration. | 





the Son of man shall come in the glory ofhis Father, 
with his angels; and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works. Verily I say unto you, 
there be some standing here, which shall not taste 
of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his 
kingdom. And after six days, Jesus taketh Peter, 
James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up 
into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured 
before them : and his face did shine as the sun, and 
his raament was white as the Za 4 

St. Mark viii. 38. and ix. 1, 2, 3, “ Whosoever 
therefore shall be ashamed of me, and of my words, 
in this adulterous and sinful generation ; of him also 


shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh 


in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. And 
he said unto them, verily I say unto you, that there 
be some of them that stand here which shall not 
taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of 
God come with power, And after six days, Jesus 
taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and 
leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by 
themselves ; and he was transfigured before them. 
And his raiment became shining, exceeding white 
as snow : so as no fuller on earth can white them.” 

St. Luke ix. 26—29. “For whosoever shall be 
ashamed of me, and of my words, of him shall the 
Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his 
own glory, and in his Father’s and of the holy angels. 
But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing 
here which shall not tase of death till they see the 
And it came to pass, about an 
eight days after these sayings, he took Peter, and 


And allowing Mr. F. to possess the refined sensibili- | | | John, and James, and went up into a mountain to 


ties of the Scholar, or the good sense of the Logi- | pray. 


And as he prayed, the fashion of his counte- 


cian, he will probably experience enough of the , nance was altered, and his raiment wes white and 
mingled sensations of disgust and regret, at the bare | glistening.” 
remembrance of his similitude, without a farther no- 


tice of the subject on our part. 
We have often said, what we here repeat ; 


We have quoted these passages at large, with 


_ their succeeding context, that the reader may have 
name- | the evidence before him, that they all refer to the 


ly, that in every instance where the time of Christ’s ‘same coming of Christ, which was to take place in 
second coming is spoken of in scripture it is limited days of the generation then upon the earth. We 
to a period, whose boundaries did not extend beyond ; have omitted to offer any remarks on St. Matt. x, 23. 
the life-time of some who were his associates in the | because our examiner has acknowledged that the 


days of his flesh. 


on this subject, (and the success of their whole sys- | ‘time of those to whom he spake. 


Therefore to meet our arguments | coming there spoken of was to take place in the life- 


Five of the passa- 


tem depends upon this) our opponents must produce | ges then which Mr. F. quoted, evidently limit the 
some plain testimony, instead of ridiculous simili- | time of his coming to a period which is already past. 


tudes, which tend, rather to show the weakness of 
their cause, than the justness of their judgment. 


We shall notice in this communication, two other | 


passages, which Mr. F. has quoted, St. Luke ix. 26. 
and St. Mark viii. 38. and show by plain testimony 
that they refer to the same coming, and are used in 
the same connected discourse with that in Matt. 
chap. xvith. Here let it be observed, that no atten- 
tion ought to be paid to the divisions of the evan- 
gelical writings, inte chapters and verses ; for in the 
early Greek copies, such a division was unknown. 
The division of the sacred writings into chapters 
and verses is a labour of more recent date, merely 
to accommodate them to the use of a ¢oncordance. 

In order to show that these three Evangelists were 
all giving a narrative of the same prophesy of our 
Lord, it will only be necessary to quote the passages 
with their succeeding context. We will therefore 
begin with St, Matt. xvi. 27, 28, and xvii. 1, 2. “ For 





In our next number, we shall consider the remain- 
ing passages to which Mr. F. has referred on this 
subject. 





SELECTIONS. 


A Copy of the Popish Articles of Faith, made at the 
J Coucil of Tre 
In the Rebellion in Ireland in the year 1798, i in an 
engagement between the rebels and a party of the 
British forces, there was a soldier taken prisoner by 
the rebels, and kept among them for the pu of 
managing their cannon. is soldier kept a journal 
of all that was acted by them—he says in his journal 
that in the battle of Arklow, in the county of Wick- 
low, Father Murphy was slain, and on him was fants 
the Popish thirty-five articles of faith. 
Article 1. When they were assembled, th 
crossed themselves, saying, ‘ we acknowled; 
our articles, in presence of Christ’s 
God the Pope, and in the 
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Art. 2. We ; 

Falling fiat on their faces, ) 
manner, epeaking of the Host, and saying, ‘ Holy, 
glorious, and adorable Host, we acknowledge thee 
according to our father the Pope ; we must all 
rm down before the great effigy of our Lord God 
Almighty.’ 3 

re 3. We acknowledge the supremacy of the 
Holy Father, our Lord God the Pope, who is St. 
Peter’s successor in the chair. 

Art. 4. We acknowledge that Peter has the keys 
of Heaven, and that he will receive all those who ac- 
knowledge his supremacy. 

Art. 5. We are bound to believe there can be no 
salvation out of our church. 

Art. 6. We are bound to believe the late holy mas- 
sacre, which happened in Paris and its vicinity, 
against the Protestants, was lawfully put into execu- 
tion, where there were thirty thousand Protestants 
murdered in their beds ; and that we should continue 
the same as long as we can doit with safety to our 
lives, 

Art. 7. We are bound to curse, ring the bells, and 
put out the candles four times a year, on account of 
iveretics. 

Art. 8. We are bound to believe that heretics can 
never. be saved until they partake of that holy sacra- 
ment, Extreme Unction. 

Art. 9. We are bound to believe that those who 
elope from our holy religion are under the power of 
the devil, whom heretics follow, 

Art. 10. No faith to be kept with heretics, though 
bound by the most sacred oarths—for, says our holy 
father, ‘they have denied my ways, and have follow- 
ed damned Luther and Calvin.’ 

Art. 11. We are not to believe their oaths, be- 
cause their principles are damnable. 

Art. 12. We are bound to drive the heretics out 
of the land with fire, sword, fagot and confusion, as 
our holy father saith, ‘if their heresy prevails, we 


will become their slaves,’—Oh ! dear father, keep | 


us from that. [Here the holy water is shaken, and 
they say, *Hail Mary,’ three times. ] 

Art. 13. We are bound to absolve, without money 
or price, all those who imbrue their hands in the 
blood of heretics. 

Art. 14. We are bound be believe that Christ’s vi- 
car, our Lord God the Pope, can absolve all men, 
heretics excepted, and has given like power to all 
his inferior clergy. 

Art. 15. We are bound to believe all the articles 
the church commands. 

Art. 16. We are bound to believe the Virgin Mary 
has more honour in Heaven than any of the angels. 

Art. 17. Weare bound to pray to the holy angels 
that they may intercede for us. 

Art. 18. We are bound to-believe/in the holy 
cross, holy water, holy spittle, holy earth, holy 
bones, and holy beads, and that they are to be used 
on certain occasions. 

Art. 19. We are bound to celebrate the holy mass 
in Latin, having ourselves clothed in a holy vestment 
and shirt, bearing the holy cross on our shoulders, 
signifying that we are Christ’s. 

Art. 20. We are bound to believe that every time 
mass is celebrated there is an expiatory sacrifice of- 
fered for the living and the dead. | 

Art. 21. We are bound to believe that there are 
four places of p tion, viz. Limbus Infantum, Lim- 
bus Patrum, of Ease, and Pur, i 

Art. 22. We are bound to believe that Christ was 
three days’ in Limbus Infantum, where the souls of 
the holy fathers go till they get a pass with them to 
holy Peter. 

Art. 23. We are bound to believe that the souls 
of children unbaptized go to Limbus Infantum until 
original sin is paid away by the help of holy masses 


for them. 
Art. 24. Weacknow. that the souls of Christ- 
remain there till we : 


jans go to : 
“hem out of it, by the help of holy-masses for 


} 





that they may ha 
> 


Se ee 
Ease with safety, ti 


it please holy Peter to open the 


gates of glory for them, which no heretic shall ever | 
enter 


Art. 25. We are bound to keep Lent, according 
to our clergy’s pleasure, and to maintain the work 


of su tion. “ 

Art. 26. We are bound. to acknowledge the lake 
in the north holy, called Lough-Derrah, in Ireland. 

Art. 27, We are bound to pray to no other Saint 
on the day, only to them to whom it is dedicated. 

Art. 28. We must consecrate bells and chapels, 
and no man to enter into holy orders or office ofa 
priest, but he who is known to be a man, after har-’ 
lot Joan. 

Art. 29. We maintain seven sacraments in our 
church, essential to salvation, viz. Baptism, Euchar- 
ist, Penance, Extreme Unction, Holy Orders, Con- 
firmation, and Matrimony. 

Art. 30. We maintain that we can transubstantiate 
the bread and wine into the real body and blood of 
Christ. 

Art. 31. We believe that herctics eat their kind of | 
sacrament to their eternal damnation. 

Art432. We believe that Christ is every where 
present, but especially in our church. 

Art. 33. We maintain that we cannot know any 





thing without being in danger of judgment. 
Art. 34, We maintain that heretics have neither 
the will of the prophets nor Christ. 
Art. 35. We acknowledge the rosary of Saint | 
Bridget to be said once a week ; and, lastly, that our 
holy church cannot err. 


EXTRACT FROM ANODE TO 
MADNESS. 
By Rev. Thomas Penrose. 
Who’s this wretch with horror wild ?— 
*Tis Devotion’s ruin’d child— 
Sunk in the emphasis of grief, 
Nor can he feel, nor dares he ask relief. 


Thou fair religion ! wast design’d, 
Duteous daughter of the skies, 

To warm and cheer the human mind, 
To make men happy, good, and wise ; 
To point, where sits in love arrayed, 
Attentive to each suppliant call, 

The God of universal aid, 

The God and Father of us all. 


First shown by thee, thus glow’d the gracious scene, 
*Till Superstition, fiend of woe, 
Bade doubt to rise, and tears to flow, 
And spread deep shades our view and heaven be- 
tween. 
Drawn by her pencil, the Creator stands, 
(His beams of mercy thrown aside) 
With thunder arming his uplifted hands, 
And hurling vengeance wide. 
Hope at the frown aghast, yet lingering, flies, 
And, dash’d on Terror’s rocks, Faith’s best depend- 
ance lies. 


PROVIDENTIAL. 

“The frame of a Unitarian Meeting-House was 
raised in Northampton, Ms. on the 26th of June, and 
blown down the same day !”—W. Recorder. 

From the New-York Telescopc we learn, that an 
orthodox Meetin in Stockbridge, Mass, has 
recently been consumed by. fire. This was Proyt- 


DENTIAL. BS 
session of the a class of fa- 





‘got up no 1. : 
ions to prea, i eon Sunday, but thelr ely 


efforts were all completely defeated. This was also 
PROVIDENTIAL! ? 

Last year, prompted by the same overheated zeal, 
Secretary Yates issued his bull for the introduction 
Cn een ee but the com. 
mittee appointed by Legislature to investigate 
the subject, pronounced the whole procedure as as- 
sumed authority, for which the tage Cale justly 
censured. ‘This wily scheme also failed—and this, 
too, Was PROVIDENTIAL ! 

The Presbyterians are pow making desperate ef- 
forts to obtain a national establishment, but thei: 
overstrainings will excite an overwhelming opposit- 
ion in the patriotic hearts of all true American free. 
men, which will crown their unhallowed and tyrani. 
cal efforts with shame, and this will be still furthe: 
PROVIDEN TI AL.— Universalist. 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 

The Rev. Elijah Dodson, of the state of Hlinoi:, 
has been dismissed from his Church on the ground 
that he is a Freemason. When Doctor Dodson was 
called before the Church to answer for the crime of 
being a Mason, he proposed to that body the follow- 
ing interrogations :— 

1. Is a moral good a spiritual evil ? 

2. Is Masonry a sin ? 

3. If Masonry is a sin, wherein does it consist ’ 

4, Why may I not pursue what course I please, ii 
it is lawful, and an advantage to me, provided I do 
not sin ? 

5. When I have neither done nor intended harm, 
why should I be excluded ? 

6. How can you judge of that you know nothing 
of ? These were pronounced unanswerable, and the 
defendant was excommunicated. 

es 
“aes 

(> The General Convention of Universalists will 
be convened, by divine permission, at Hartland, Ver- 
mont, on the 3d Wednesday and Thursday of Sep- 
tember next. 





(CP Several communications are on hand, and will 
be attended to. 
(CP “ Eliza” was received too late to be inserted 
this week. 
i ee 
MARRIED; 


In this town, on Monday morning last, by Rev. Mr. 





| Gano, Mr. George Benjamin Ruggles, of Newport, to 


Miss Sarah Brown Mason, daughter of the late Hon. 
James B. Mason, of this town. 

On Monday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Pickering, 
Mr. Ebenezer Crocker, to Miss Betsey Hawes, both 
of this town. 

In Cumberland, Mr. Anthony Sweet, of Smithfield, 


to Miss Maria Bartlett, of Cumberland. 








. DIED; 

In this town, on Saturday last, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Johnson, aged 74 years, relict of the late Mr. Resolv- 
ed Johnson, of Thompson, Con. 

On Tuesday morning, Edward Dickson, son of Mr. 
Samuel Rawson, in the 4th year of his age. 


On Saturday last, Esther Sweet, infant daughter 
of Mr, George H. Peck, aged 16 months. 
On Tuesday, Mary Eliza, infant daughter of M: 
Edward Padelford, of Savannah, Geo. — 
_ On Wednesday evening last, Mrs. Mary Thurbe:, 
widow of the late Edward Thurber, Esq. and daug!:- 
ter of the late Col. Abraham Winsor, of Smithfield, 


in-the 73d year of her age. _ 


In Cumberland, Mrs. Amy Arnold, wife of Jame: 
Arnold, Esq, of that town, in the 62d years. of he: 





